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Promotions/Awards
Both C/TSgt Victor J Mandala
and C/TSgt Ethan Stahl have
graduated from NCOS South
this past weekend.
C/TSgt Victor J Mandala has
earned his recruiting ribbon.
Senior Member Robert Velker
completed his Yeager award.
This is no easy feat. It is 100
questions test related to
aerospace. Congratulations
SM Velker!
1st Lt Lisa Granillo, 1st Lt
Hector Figueroa, and 1st Lt
James Bertz all promoted to
the grade of Captain.
Congratulations Captains!!!
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Gill Robb Wilson Memorial Ceremony
Forest Lawn Covina Hills - 25 May 2015
Lt Col Charles Wiest with contributions from Capt Adelle
McKinney
BY:

Members of Squadron 64 and 21 and several other squadrons
including Lt Col Mark Cohen, Group 1 Commander, were on
hand to honor the founder of the Civil Air Patrol, Rev. Gill Robb
Wilson on Memorial Day 2015 at Forrest Lawn in Covina. Lt Col
Charles Wiest gave a beautiful message on the Rev. Wilson's
history and vision for the Civil Air Patrol. Col Wiest was kind
enough to share his message with our squadron for publication as
follows:
"Each Memorial Day since 1974, members of Civil Air
Patrol have gathered here---at the grave of Gill Robb Wilson. For
40 years --- two generations of Civil Air Patrol members have
come here on Memorial Day. This year marks the 49th
anniversary of Mr. Wilson’s death........Six months or a year after
Gill Robb Wison’s burial here, another group gathered to
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SENIOR CORNER
From the Deputy Commander
The Seniors have been busy. We
have had promotions, training,
fund raising. On May 4, we had 4
members attend SLS and one
member attend CLC. The event
was hosted by Squadron 64. CAP
members from as far away as San
Diego and Bakersfield came to
Brackett to obtain the training.
This training is instrumental in the
Professional Development of
senior members.
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dedicate the plaque before us........In front of a small group of Air
Force and CAP oﬃcers, unveiling the plaque, is General Jimmy
Doolittle and Mary Wilson,
Gill Robb Wilson’s wife,
who is now a few feet away.
Like that group 49 years
ago, we are here to honor
our heritage. Each of us
here today stand in a long
blue line, a line that
stretches back eight
decades to the founding of
Civil Air Patrol. And Gill
Robb Wilson stood near the
head of this same line.

We had two seniors complete all
the requirements for Level III in
professional Developments. 1st Lts
Lisa Granillo and Hector Figueroa.
This is a major step in earning the
grade of Captain. In fact, we now
need to address Lisa as Capt
Granillo along with Capt Bertz.
Both were promoted in a special
ceremony conducted by none
other then our new Group 1
Commander, Lt Col Marc Cohen.
Col Cohen was sworn in as the
new group commander on May 13.
The promotion ceremony took
place here on May 18.
Congratulations to our newest
captains!

He learned to fly in World War I in France, while serving in the
Army Air Service. On his return to the United States after the
war, he became a Presbyterian minister like his father. But he felt
his real calling was in making American “Air Conscious”. His
many speeches, newspaper articles, writings, and especially his
poetry, spoke eloquently of his love of aviation.

Three members from this
squadron also attended Mission
Scanner School held at Riverside.
This is a two-day intensive course
on how to be a Mission Scanner.

For his eﬀort to promote American aviation, he was awarded the
Brewer Trophy. He was named an Elder Statesman of Aviation by
the National Aeronautics Association, among many other awards.
In 1972, he was the first honoree in Civil Air Patrol’s Hall of
Honor. In his home state, there’s an airport named after him, and
Emry Riddle University named a building in his honor.

continue on next page....

The Silver Sword

In 1938, after returning from a newspaper assignment in Europe,
he organized the Civil Air Defense Service in New Jersey. Gill
Robb Wilson campaigned tirelessly for the creation of a national
civil air arm to support the looming war. At the invitation of
General “Hap” Arnold, Gill Robb Wilson was instrumental in the
creation of Civil Air Patrol on December 1, 1941. Less than four
months later, he was tasked with setting up Coastal Patrol
operations along the Atlantic and Gulf coasts.
Gill Robb Wilson’s eﬀorts did not stop with Civil Air Patrol. He
also helped found the Aircraft Owner’s and Pilots Association,
and he was a charter member of the Air Force Association.
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Mission Scanners are the
"Backseat" of the air crew. Mission
Scanners are responsible for
keeping a log, monitoring fuel, and,
of course, looking for targets.
Several members took part in the
biannual Wing Evaluation. This is
where the Air Force comes to
evaluate the readiness and
capabilities of the California Wing
in terms of Emergency Services.
Capt. Sears was the mission
Communications Unit Leader. He
was joined by 2nd Lt Potit
functioning as MRO. He was
judged by the Air Force as doing an
excellent job. Capt. Bertz was the
Ground Team Leader. He and his
crew of 12 we also evaluated by the
Air Force as Excellent.
All senior members completed the
Cadet Protection Program. This is
a class REQUIRED for all senior
members and cadets over 18. A big
thanks to 1st Lt Figueroa for
making this happen. Also, a thanks
to all the seniors for their
dedication to Civil Air Patrol and
specifically their dedication to the
cadets.
Finally, senior members have been
busy cutting wire. That may not
sound very exciting. It does not
even sound like something that is a
part of our mission, however,
several senior members have come
continue on next page....
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He was editor and publisher of “Flying” magazine from 1951 until
his retirement in 1961. He and his wife then moved to Claremont,
California, where he lived until his death here in 1966.
To quote one tribute: “He was indeed a colossal figure in the airman’s
world. He was a pilot and a poet, an articulate spokesman and an
imaginative leader, a warm friend and a resourceful foe. During his
lifetime these qualities were seen firsthand by literally thousands of
members of dozens of organizations which Gill joined or founded or
spearheaded or spoke to, and second-hand to readers of ‘Flying’ magazine.”
Let us also honor those members of California Wing – Civil Air
Patrol who have given their lives in service to their fellow
citizens. To my knowledge, this is the only Memorial Day
ceremony conducted by CAP in California.
Flight Oﬃcer Bayard S. Henderson of Lancaster was the first
member of California Wing to give his life in the line of duty.
Flight Oﬃcer Henderson, flying as an observer, died in a plane
crash on January 17, 1944, while flying out of Southern Liaison
Base Number 1 in Laredo, Texas........ Other members of
California Wing have fallen in the line of duty in the 71 years
since then. That number now tops 25.
Other friends, who have served CAP over the years, are no longer
with us. Most recently, former wing commanders Brig General
Warren Barry and Colonel Angelo Porco have left our ranks this
last year, as have others.
Some of their names we may know; many we may not recognize.
We can certainly consider them “Everyday Heroes.” This echoes
the title of Gill Robb Wilson’ autobiography, “I Walked with
Giants”. I’d like to quote from his closing paragraph:
“As for my own part in conceiving and founding CAP, I can only note that
I had unique opportunity to foresee coming events and was in a
responsible position to do something about it. If I did play some part it
was because I was surrounded by giants of great spirit who gave me their
confidence and upheld my hands. To have walked proudly with them is all
the credit I need or want…. It was those who succeeded me who hewed out
the greater destiny of Civil Air Patrol.”
We have traditionally ended our ceremony with a poem written
by Gill Robb Wilson. He wrote the lines on the death of test
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what we are calling "Wrap and
Stack" parties. These "parties" are
being held at our e-waste
warehouse. Over the last few
months, senior members, (mostly
Maj Stubbe) have collected well
over 100 TVs, dozens of printers,
and a plethora of various e-waste.
We have then turned it over to a
recycler who has paid our squadron
over $2500. A BIG heartfelt thanks
to each senior member who has
participated in the e-waste
recycling eﬀorts.
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pilot Joe Walker, a close friend, but I feel that they are appropriate
for Gill Robb Wilson as well. They were, in fact, the last words he
wrote, just a few months before his own death. The words may
sound a bit trite and old-fashioned today, but the sincerity still rings
true:
We shall remember you in this good land where freedom found re-birth and
reared you up to walk the earth in search of truth…
We shall remember that in youth’s bright age you sought, by valiant deeds to
keep the faith with cherished heritage…
We shall remember you because your dreams, unfettered by the sod, fled to the
stars if thus, perchance, the knowledge gained might lead to God…
But most, we shall remember you in that you walked serene among your
fellow men; your faith a badge that all might wear; your faith a badge that
all might share…

~Capt James Bertz
We shall remember you because in all creation’s plan there is no wonder here
on earth or in the stars or in Bright Heaven itself, no work of God so noble as
a humble man.

Announcements
The Squadron 50 Year Anniversary
banquet will be held on 27 June
2015 at the San Dimas Masonic
Lodge. Invitation to follow...

Attention Squadron 64!
We here at the Sliver Sword need
your help to make this the best
newsletter it can be!
If you have any submissions for an
article which are CAP related,
please eMail them to:
ocobos@cawg.cap.gov
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The Cadet Life - Memorial Day
BY: C/2Lt Adam Figueroa,

Bravo Flight Commander

This past Monday, I had the amazing opportunity to not only serve
on a Color Guard at Live Oak Cemetery, but lead the front Color
Guard for the day's program. We had the opportunity to carry many
American flags, and many more organizational flags, as well as be
able to place the memorial wreaths in front of the flag pole. This
was a very amazing experience to be able to serve those who have
paid the ultimate sacrifice to serve this country and give us the
freedom we enjoy today. Following the ceremonies, we got free hot
dogs and drinks, then proceeded to Gill Robb Wilson's headstone
at Forest Lawn Cemetery where we heard a brief history on who he
was and some of the background information on Civil Air a Patrol.
We placed the CAP wreath at his gravestone in memory of his
contributions to CAP. After a humbling day honoring those who
served, we had pizza, movie and game night at the squadron to
hang out with our fellow cadets and even get to play TA! Overall, it
was a very good experience that I feel every cadet should partake
in.
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